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STATE OF RHODE 1SLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
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CHAPTER

No. AN Orpinance ADDING SECTIONS 2-403 THROUGH 2- 411
TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ENTITLED: R
“PROHIBITION OF AWARDING PUBLIC CONTRACTS TO ST
CERTAIN CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTGRS” ' :

Approved

Be it ordained by the City of Providence:

Section 2 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by adding the fOlIowing." )

§2-403. Definitions.

As used in sections 404-411 below, the following terms will have the following meaning:

A, "Professional services" means services rendered or performed bv a person - R
authorized by law to practice a recognized professxon, whose practice is regulated R
by law, and the performance of which services requires knowledge of an S
advanced type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged foimal course- of :
specialized instruction and study as distinguished from generai academic
instruction or apprenticeship and training. Professional services may also mean
services rendered in the provision or performance of goods or services that are

original and creative in character in a recognized field of artistic endeavor. - - -

B, “Regulated Services” means “Professional Services” as defined above, and/or =
media, public relations, lobbying, parking garage management services, -

insurance coverage services or any other consulting and/or management -
service (hereinafter "Regulated Services") g

C. A “Business Entity” whose contrlbutions are regulated bV this ordmance ol

(iv) all partners or officers of such an entity, in the ag: gregai:e, and their
spouses and child/children; {Vi any p_erson, subcontractor, subSId;ary:l

not limitation: wages, salaries, sums paid to mdependen‘c contractors[
beneﬁts, leldends, groﬁt-sharmg. pensmn contrlbutlons, deferred




§2-404. Prohibition on awarding public contracts to certain contributors. _ Page "‘g"“ '
A.  Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, the City or any ofits - -
purchasing agents or agencies or those of its independent authorities, as the case
may be, shall not enter into an agreement or otherwise contract to procure = .~~~ ©
“Regulated Services” (as defined above), from any business entity if that entltv
has solicited or made any contribution of money, or pledge of‘a contribution, - -
including in-kind contributions, to any City municipal candidate or holder of the _' :
public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract or

campaien commitiee supporting such candidate or ofﬁceholder or to any Crty

in the support of municipal elections and/or municipal parties in excess of the - =
thresholds specified in Subsection D within one calendar vear 1mmed1a’{elv

preceding the date of the contract or agreement.

No business entity which enters into negotiations for, or agrees to,- anx'.CO'n%raCt or- _. :
agreement with the City or any department or agency thereof or of its indep’en'dé'nt Ll
authorities for the renditions of professional, banking or insurance coverage :

services or any other consulting services, including those awarded through' th A
Board of Contract and Supply. shall solicit or make any'contribution of money, or A

pledge of a contribution, including in-kind contributions. to any City municipal - ".:.
candidate or holder of the public office having ultimate responsibility forthe = .- .
award of the contract or campaign committee supporting such candidateor -~ -
officeholder or to any City party committee or to any political action committee -
(PAC) that regularly engages in the support of municipal ¢lections and/or -~~~
municipal parties between the time of first communications between that business . =
entity and the City regarding a specific professional services agreement and the -~ .
latter of the termination of negotiations or the completion of the contract or .. o
agreement. : : L

|

Any individual meeting the definition of "business entity" under this sectidz_i may R
annually contribute a maximum of $200 each for any purpose to any candidate:for -~ "

Mayor or City Council or $200 to the municipal party committee or $500 to the

City party committee or to a PAC referenced in this chapter without violating . - ST
Subsection A of this section; provided, however, that if a group of individuals =~ - .

meeting the definition of "business entity" under this section. including such = . .
principals, partners, and officers of the entity in the contributes, as an aggregate = -
group, a total contribution in excess of $1.000 to all City candidatesand' ~
officeholders with ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract, and all
municipal political parties and PACs referenced in this chapter combined, thls

will be a violation of Subsection A of this section.

i

For purposes of this section, the office that is co_nsidered to hav§ ultimate
responsibility for the award of the contract shall be:

=

(1).  The City Council and the Mayor, if the contract requires apnroval or
appropriation from the City Council. : :

(2)  The Mayor, if the contract requires approval of the Mayor, ot if a public ol
officer who is responsible for the award of a contract is a‘opom‘ced bv the Fol

Mayor.

E. No person may be awarded a subcontract to perform under a contract subj éct_ o
this Ordinance, if the subcontractor would be disqualified by paragraph (A) from - = 00

receiving the contract at the time that the subcontract is awarded.  Nor may. anv

person who would be disqualified by subparagraph (A) from receiving the -
contract perform substantially all of obligations described in a contract for -

4

‘Regulated Services” that is subject to thls ordinance.




Page.i
§ 2-405. Contributions made prior to effective date. T

No contribution of money or any other thing of value, including in-kind contributions. .
made by a business entity to any municipal candidate for Mayor or City Council or municipal -
party committee or PAC referenced in this chapter shall be deemed a violation of this section,.
nor shall an agreement for property, goods or services of any kind whatsoever be disqualified
thereby, if that contribution was made by the business entity prior to the effective date of this
section.

§ 2-406. Contribution statement; duty to report violations.

A.  Prior to awarding any contract or agreement to procure services, including - R
banking or insurance coverage services, with any business entity, the City or any of its -
purchasing agents or agencies, as the case may be, shall receive a sworn statement from the
business entity made under penalty of perjury that this entity or officer has not made a
contribution in violation of §2-403 of this chapter.

B. The business entity shall have a continuing duty to report any violations of this

chapter that may occur during the negotiation or duration of a contract. The certification required - -
under this section shall be made prior to entry into the contract or agreement with the City and -
shall be in addition to any other certifications that may be required by any other provision of law.

§ 2-407. Reimbursement of contributions.

A business entity or municipal candidate or officeholder or municipal or county party -
committee or PAC referenced in this chapter may cure a violation of § 2-403 of this chapter if;
within 30 davs after contribution, the business entity notifies the City Clerk in writing and seeks
and receives reimbursement of a contribution from the municipal candidate or munigipal or -
county political party or PAC referenced in this chapter.

§ 2-408. Breach of professional service agreement.

A, It shall be a breach of the terms of a professional service agreement for a busmess L

ntljg}{ to:

Make or solicit a contribution in violation of this chapter; :

Make or solicit contributions through intermediaries for the purpose of =« . < S
concealing or misrepresenting the source of the contribution; 0
Make or solicit any contribution on the condition or with the 'aglre:eiﬁenf o

that it will be contributed to a campa:lgn commzttee of any candidate or i

holder of the public office of Ci | B
Engage or employ a lobbyist or consultant with the intent of. understandln : LR

that such lobbyist or consultant would make or solicit any contribution, = - = i
which, if made or solicited by the business entity itself,: would sub;ect that R
entity to the restrictions of this chapter; ' : : TR

ay
(2)  Knowingly conceal or misrepresent a contribution given or received:
(3).
4)

Z

2

Fund contributions made by third parties, mcludmg consultants, attornevs S
family members, and emplovees:

(7). Engage in any exchange of contributions to circumvent the 1ntent of thxs
chapter; or SRR

(8)  Directly or indirectly, through or by any other person or means, do. aﬁv?act S
which would subject that entity to the restrictions of this: chapter B

Any business entity that violates Subsection A(1) fhrough (8 shall be dIS uahﬁed ::- ;' o
from eligibility for future City contracts for a period of four calendar Vears from '
the date of violation. RN

[




§ 2-409. Repealer. . R
All other ordinances of the City, or parts thereof, which are in conflict with this cha 'téf' _ =

are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

§ 2-410. Severability.

If any section. subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word contained in this

chapter shall be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the -
remaining portions of this chapter. which shall remain in full force and effect, and, to this end, -
the provisions of this chapter are hereby declared to be severable.

§ 2-411. When effective,

This chapter (sections 403 through 410) shall take effect one (1) vear after passage. - 5




